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“ Dletely burning ‘dewn,

| MANY LOSE |ALL

5 Fifteen Hundred People Left Home-

less by a Conflagration on
Lake Avenue.

' WORST FIRE DULUTH HAS HAD

About Fifty Ramshackle Buildings

Burned and

Many Poor

Families Destitute.

The fire Hemwl got In its work on Lake
avenue Yustepduy afternvon and before
the lames were gotlien under control {t
§s estimated that about $10M0 Jdamage
was dene, The fire was the largest that
Poluth bas experienced in years. A row
of woenlen buildings on the east side of
lake atenue on the lower side of the
viaduct were destroyed. F@Qm No. 321
to No. 33y, inclusive, the fire burncd its
wiay and for w time Dbid fair to take
mest of the south side of the street in
its embrace. In addition to the dam-
age on Lake avenuc, a large number of
small shiacks in the rcar of the burned
etore bulldings and on St. Croix avenue
were burned.  Detective Troyer, who is
well acquainted with that part of the
city, estimades that as @t result of the
fire, 10 to 15 or 2w people were
homeless last night, In some instances
two and t1W families were crowded
in one shack and Iwside the shiacks, the
upstairs parts of the saloons, stores and
of several tenement houses on 8t Croix
avenue were occupled by one or twn
familler each.

There were many pathetic scenes every-
where. Some penple—and most nf those
that lived in the burned district are of
the poorer working class—had lost their
all, searcely saving what they had on.
The men were usually occupied in help-
ing one another or cursing their luck,
while the women gave vent to their
grict in floods of tears. Mothers were
scen making sure that all thelr little ones
were safe and afier assuring themsclves
of 1ds they seemed to get some come
fort. One Wwoman, Mrs. Samuel Jones,
whose husband is in Minncupolis. was
found in a very weak comdition with her
S-days-old baby in her arms. Detective
Troyer, wha found her sitting on_a_va.
cant lot across from the fire, had an am-
Bulance calied and dhe sick woman was
1aken to Bt Mary's hospltal. Mrs. Jones
ha been living with Mrs. O'Connor over
Themas Trevilion's 3tore.

Mrs. John Gustafson, whe had given
birth to a child 2¢ hours before the fire,
sprang from her bed when she realized
the danger that threatened and ran out
with her baby to take refuge in the
Touse of a neighbor. She was in a faint-
inz condition when the ambulance was
callni.  She was taken to St. Lukes
hospdtal.

It is claimed by some that the fire
originated from a lighted cigar stub
thrown carelessly down a crack In the
sidewalk. Others say that some small
Loys had a playhouse under the side-
walk and the fire was started by lighted
matches. However, cye witnesses say it
started under the sidewalk in front of
Capt. Savage's place. One man (hat
claims to have ween the fire start said
that a Httle smoke was noticed coming
up through the cracks in the sidewalk
bLut nobody paid much attention to it.

“I walked past,” continued the man.
fnever thinking of fire but had proceeded
wearcely 25 yards when 1 heard a cry
and looking around found that the flames
were leaping up the front of the build-
;s and the three or four neighboring
slores seemed to be all on fire at once.
It was thne guickest starting fire that 1
ever saw. IFrom that on., the flames
®pread along the roofs and the buildings
burned like dinder. When the fire de-
partment arrived three or four bulidings
ha! alrecdy been consumed.”

The day was a perfect one for the
Progress of @ fire. The air was dry and
@ it wind blew from the southwest
making the flames spread north  and
wist, With his wind prevailing and
with the flimsy structures on fire, the
fircnien had a hard ¢ime of it to make
any impresston  with the water. The
men workIng on St. Crolx avenue worked
With the ense smoke and the tlames
Vlowing directly In their faces and those
ut work on Lake avenue could make
but Bltle progress at first. When the fire
Twiched 33 Lake avenue, the work of i@
firemen, for the first time began to tell

_uml s bullding was kept {rom com-
The bullding next

to it Toicl, was oniy

The Rising Sun

_- sourched but while the flames were ap-

.

Yroaching §L some very cxeling secnes
oceurred.  As usual bed clothes were cir-
Tied down slalrs and mirrors thrown sut
of 1he window.

= Weanwhile, the lire was stretehing out
s arms jn the other direction, although
N dcconnt of the direction of the wind,
Lol not spread so fast.  Ex-Alderman
*Jimmy  Dingwall's  saloon and ledging
Bouse was son wiped out but the slock
Of lijuors was saved. Alderman Tom
Trevition's store followead soon alfter Mr.
Dingwall’'s place but Mr. I'revillon hav-

" Ing had a ilttle warning managed to save

Congiderable of his stock. 1le lost $20v)

. Worht, however, and has only $i Insur-

P@hee on it. In this directlon the fire was
Stojipenl at 38 Take avenue.

All this time the fire wis making great
headway towar! the lake and on Kt
Crmix avenue a barn belonglng o the
Leidel estate burned as well as two tene-

5 —: Rient houser that were on the cdge of
~ Ale lake,

. It wias  reported that  oue Wirs
Man in der  baste  to get  out
{0l oue of these tenoments jumbml from
her back windew in the lake which the
house wverhung., She miacaleslated the
: depth, it 4s said, and ciame near druwne

ing, bLut was gotien out and resusci-
tated. Inquiry falled to develop who the
woman was and it is believed that the
report was a mere fire story.

Take avenue, most of 8t. Croix avenue
and the large vacant space across from
the fire on Lake avenue slip were pack-
o1 with people and it §s estimated that
from 1DOM to 20,000 saw the fire. The
remarks that passed between the mem-
bers of this crowd were very amusing.
Liverybody suggested to everybody else
that “This is a bad fire” or somctimes
in place of this came the query, “Dad—
aln't it?” Groups gathered in every di-
rection and discussed Chief Black's meth-
ods of fighting the fire pointing out what
should have been done at such and such
a time. When a homeless family passed,
expressions of pity and sympathy were
heard from the crowd and then the at-
tention of the crowd would be turned
to the Jire again.

Tt was generally wondered at that in
such a quick tire no luss of life should
be reported. There were org or two cases
where people searched wildly about in
search of their ehildren. One mother
had ziven dwe of her children up for
lost when one of them appeared with
fiis fizt dug in hiz eyes. The way that
mother statehed her boy to her showel
a relief as carnest as its demonstration
was hnmorvus. Jn a few minutes the
other missing child was found and an-
other scenc ensued,, No case of any per-
son missing has been reporicd to the
police.

Some of the dwellers in the burned sec-
tlon kept o horse or cow and a number
of these anmids were desiroyed. A
Iiebrew teacher 13 reported to have had
destroyedd a valuable library. It con-
tainedl many books in the llebrew lan-
guage thal (€8s sall TWanot be replaced
for a money consideration as they have
been many years out of print.

Among the peoplethat suffered heaviest
were some 30 familics of Jews, The Jews
ut the time of the fire were holding a
joint meeting of their congre raatinns In
Turner hall praying for victory for the
Ameriéan arms in the war with Spain,
As their bulldings were deserted nothing
was saved cither from their stores or
dwellings.

Many acts of heroism were performed
by tha firemen., No lives were lTost so far

as known but several persons, two ef
them  children, were reported missing
early.

Assistant Chief Buynton of the fire de-
partment was injured as a result of his
carrlage overturning as he neared the
fire. This accident wus due to his try-
ing to avoid running over some people
that got in the way. 1lis head was Dleed-
ng freely as the result of a severe scalp
wound but he stuck to his post during
the fire.

The southerly end of the tenderloin dis-
trict was destroyed and many of the in-
mates of these houses had narrow  es-
capes with their lives. One of the scenes
in the alley between Lake and St. Croix
avenues was that of a8 woman smoking a
ciguretle and playing on a piano that had
been moved in the street. She had to be
removed  from danger by force. When
the fire broke over toward St. Crolx av-
enue the people on that thoreughfare be-
ran moving out their effects toward the
lake shore. and many houses were emp-
ticd to what was supposed to be a place
of safety. In spite of their efforts the
gouds were destroyed by blazing embers
that fell so fast and so thick that men |
coull not stand the wourk of further re-
moval.

A lot of gouds that were earted clear to
the shore were stolen by men in boals.
Trunks were carricd out and rifted of
their contents and the trunks were then
thrown overboard.

A Jew named Jake Mattson Just $90 in
gold by Lhe fire. Most of the inhabltants
of the distriet hoarded their money in the
house and thelr losses are complete,

ITundreds of homeless people hudidled
abotut the blazing squares without 2 rag
of clothing ovther than what they had on.

The work of retiel began at once. All
the charitable organizations in the city
were engaged last night in earing for the
homeless.  Ilacks. the patrol wagons and
other vehicles are carryiog  away the
women and children, Food and elothing
are distributing at the Bethel. Sick pen-
ple were enrried to the hospitads,

The fire mitined headway in a manner
that was almost miraculous. The alarm
was treenal in a few minutes before 2
o'¢lock, and by the time the first ¥ the
fire apparatus reached the scene the
{lames had spread from the shlewalk o

the saloon occubica hy Smith & Sav-
axge, and frem there to the adjoining

sruotures on cach side and in the rear.
Secutdl andi thindt alarms were suickly
turned in. Quite a little difficilly was
experienced In getting water, apd be-
fore the work of sivawmng the fhumes
bad fairly starfed they had sorcad for
Tully 3 fest each way from the starting
point.

It was seen that it would be an impos-
sibility to save the burning Luildings in
the eenter of the block, and the firemen
direuted thele efforts toward slopping
the course of-lhe flatnes. At the worth
end of the IMock the men made a staml

at e Rising Sun hotel, and all the

available streams of water were pnured}
over the building occupied by Cuarles
Kannara, adjoinlng it on the south.

In spite of all efforts, it seemed that
the flames could not be controlled, and
they had reached the roof of the hotel
when assistance came n the form of an
adididonal stream of water from the tug
Lyon, which had anchored in the sllp
across Lake avenue whd run out a line
of hose. A few minutes later the flames
at that corner of the Jdistricd were under
control.

At the south end of the block the men
under Second Assistant Chief HBoymion
were not so successful in their efforts to
subdue the flames. Their first stand
was made to the north of the building
occupied by James Dingwall, but the fire
proved too flerce for them, and they
were driven back repeatedly until they
reached the Empire lhotel at 38 Lake
avenue south. Tihere a small building
and a wvaeant space gave them a chance
to fight the flames from the front and
side, and they succeeded in stopping the
fire fiend.

On St. Croix avenuc the flames were'
subdued on lines that were almost par-
allel with the final stands that had been
mude by the firemen on Lake acnue.
While the buildings on $t. Croix avenue
were not sv Jarge as those on Lake ave-
nue, they were mere numerous and as
Jdry a sthrder, and burned like powder,
and it was here that the people suffered
mosat, for the flames spread so rapidly
that but few of them had time go save
even their small personal effects.

At the north end of the block a one-
story building occupied by I, Hill's gro-
cery store formed a fort for the firemen,
and the l[lames were stopped there, but
not umil the building had suffered cou-
siderable damage. At the south end of
the block the fire was gotten under con-
trol after It had partly desiroyed a tene-
ment house, 362 St. Croix avenue, owned
by Mayor Trueclsen. The fire burned
flercely for more than two hours, aml it
was, not until after 5 o'clock that it was
fully under control, and even after that
the fircmen remainad and poured water
on the burning ruins.

The loss will be a heavy one. for the
reason thit Insurance rates were so high
in that Jdistriet that but litile of the
propenty was insured, and the spread of
the fire was so rapid that but few of the
people had time to save their property.

On Lake avenue the bulldings burned
included seven saloons. several restaur-
ants and steres aml a few vacant houses.
The saloons burned were owned by
James Dingwall, Smith & Savage. Wil-
liam Poirier, Davidson & Mattson,
Charles Hiil. Mike Lati and August Sig-
ner. Aside from a few liquors saved, the
loss at each of the saloons was total.
and. as far as could be learned, little or
no insurance was carried. The c¢andy
store of Maggie Davidson was destroyed,
with its contents, and no insurance,

James Dingwall., at 361 and 266 Lake
avenue, lost almost everything in  his
boarding houee and saloon. e said last
night that his loss would reach $2,000,
and that he had no insurance.

Thomas Trevlllion carried but $359 in-
surance on his 35,000 stock of groceries.
anid he saved but a small part of his
stock.

Among the other losses where there
was no insurance were those of the Pa-
cllic restaurant, Stevenson's bakery, the
Klondike restaurani, Stencil's barber
shop, 8. G. Ohristopher, jewelry store
and bwarding house; Louis Goldberg,
clothing: Jennie Adams, restaurant: Mrs.
Joseph Rurns. residence and store build~
ing; Sing Wing, Chinese laundry; Henry
Cheeser, meat market, and Charles Kan-
nara, cigar store and factory.

"In »11 the above instances the loss was
tota), excopting that some saved a few
persinal effeets and small trinkets.

Thiree or four vacant stere buildings
wete destroyed. One of these was nwneld
by Charles Banks, and was not insured.
Twy belonged to the Liedels, and were
not insured. The building occunicl by
James Dingwall was also owned hy the
Lindels, and on this they carricd $um in-
surance in the Merchants of New Jersey.
The building at 310 Lake avenue was
owned by Charles Ruella, and was in-
gared for £ In the Queen and $4W in
the British America. The vacant build-
nir at 11 lake avenue, formerly occu-
vied by M. Timlin and Insured by him,
earries $LON in the Norwich union,

The Ristng Sun lmtel, owneld by Wil
‘iam lawrence, wis only slighily dam-
aged, but the contents suffered from wa-
ser to guite an extent. The loss there
‘s fully covered, as Mr, lawrence car-
~fexd $200m, distribnted as follows: $500 in
*he Insurance Company of North Amer-
sea, $9M [n the FPhiladelphia Underwrl-
tors, $L000 In the <ueen, $40 in the Niag-
ara, aml £ in the Merchants of New
Jers

On St. Croix avenite and St. Crolx alley
*he loss falls heaviest on Mrs, lirown,
Mayor Truelsen, Johnson Brothers, Capt.
foe Lloyd, 1. Mclain, Oharles ffanks,
Morris Demeke and I T, As far as
could be learned, none nf them carried
nsuranmce. Mrs. Brown owned and occir-
vicd one of the best residences in the
Yurned  Qdistrict,  and  lost  everything.
Thiree of the four buiklings ownel by
Mayor Truclsen were detroyed, and the
fourth was damaged ¢o such an extent
that 1t is almost a total less. Jubnson
Prothers owned a frocery store on Si.
Crolx avenue, and saved bhut a snwll

Continueld ou Iage L)




MANY LOSE ALL

(Continued From I'age 1)

part of thelr stock. Capt. Lloyd, L. Mec-
Lain and COharles Banks lvst several
small bulidings.

In adidtion to the ubove, there were
fully 20 snrall s#hacks along St. Croix
avenue and alley, occupicd vy Poles and
Jews, that were wiped out of existence.
The ground on which they stood Is al-
‘mogt all owned by the Western Land
‘asvoclation, bui has been Jeased out In
small Jots, and it was impossible to find
the owners of the buildings that had
been erccted. In most instances they were
mere shacks, but they served as homes
for the peouple, who not only lost their
homes, but in many cases all their be-
longings. It was rumored that one Jews-
Ish family had left a small Loy locked
up in its home, and that the boy had
been burned, but a diligent secarch among
the people failed to confirm the report.

In many instances the Glamces spread
so rapidly that people were compelled
to abandon their belongings even after
they had been taken out of the houses. |
In one case a lot of furniture had been’
pilled on a wagon and as it was be-.
“ing hauled away it caught fire and had
to be thrown off and was burned. Bed,
clothing caught fire as the owners were
carrying 1t out of their homes and had
10 be thrown back in the flames.

Thieves were abroad during the fire
and the police received several reports
that goods had been stolen. In the midst
of ihe fire two men in row boats rowed
to a pile of goods that had been piled
up near the water's edge. The goods
were quickly placed in the boats, the
people on shore not interfering as they
supposed the stuff belonged to the men.
and the men rowed away. A few mo-
ments dater the owners appeared but the
men were out of sight and no trace of
them could be found.

“Two or three of the firemen were
slightly injured but none scriously. A
Mrs. Christenson, who llved on St. Croix
avenue, was removed to St. Luke's hos-
pital suffering from hysteria. She had
given birth te a baby but a day or two
before. There were a number of narrow
escapes from clectric wires which burnel
through and fcil to the ground but no-
body was hurt amnd the Jdanger was
quickly removed by the linemen cutting
the wires.

The scene of the fire last night was a
desnlate one. The electric light current
had been destroyed and the only light
came from the burning embers in the
mldst of the ruins. Between 8 and 9
v'clock & few drops of rain fell and it
was belleved for a time that the burning
ruins would be queunched In that way but
the hiopes were not realized and untll a
late hour this morning the firemen were
busy throwing streams of water on the
ruins.  Once or twice the flames broke
out fiercely but were subdued. Thou-
sands of people visited the ruins after
the supper hour but there was little to
see. The people that had saved their
bLelongings were engaged in carting them
away to a place of safety amd others that
had lost their all stood about In greups
talkmg of the fire.

All possible efforts to help the people
that had Leen burned vut were made last
night by the police depatment and char-
1tably inclined ¢itizens. A number were
cared for at the Bethel and several car-
ried their gouds  to Turner hall and
passed the night there. Many had friends
i1 the Jewish settiement on the hill near
Fourth avenue east and spent the night
threre and others moved thelr belongings
to vacant reoms in various parts of the
city. Mayor Truelsen Issued instructions
tu the pelice 1o provide a place for all
that applicd but there were only a few
that asked help from the police.

The Bethel has assumed the work of
providing for thosc that lost all their
bcolongings and it is asked that every-
body that has bedding or clothes of any
duseription 1ake them to the Bethel and
they will be distributed among the peo-
ple from there.

A number of complaints were heard
last night In connection with the fight-
ing of the fire. Many people were heard
ito say that the fire should have been
stopped at the s@ith end of the block
VLefore it reached the Dingwall house.
Ex-Alderman Trevilion, In speaking of
the madter, said:

“I am fully convinced that that fire!
should have been  stopped before it
reached the Dingwall house and had the'
men been properly directed jt could have
Leen done. There was a vacant lot just
north of Dingwall's place and had the
firemen gone in there and fought the
fire from the =side it cuuld have been
stopped. It was uscless to fight it from
the front for it was impessible to save
anything in the middle of the block but
the men persisted in remaining in the
street and while they threw streams of,
water there the fire was ealing its way
along behind and before it was discovered
had guined such a hecadway that it could
not be controlled until it had burned at
least four buildings that should have
been saved.”

Chief Elack did not take kindly to the
remarks made by ex-Mlderman Trevilion.
" When seen he said:
| *f {hink we made a very fair show-
ing agmainst this fire, although it is un-
Aoubtedly a bad one. I did not have hose
and did not have meon to fight such a
Waze. 1 cannet understand how jt ob-
tained the headway that it did before
we reached it.  §t hanlly seems possible
that an Immediate alarm was turned in
after the ddiscovery for we made a quick
run and when we reached the middle of
the district 1hat §s now burned at least
five of the fromts were blazing ficrcely
anid the flames were spreading to the
sidest and to the rear at a rapid rate.

Practically speaking we had omly the
sireams from the three cngines to fight
wilh for the prossure was poor and the
ether streams from the hyvirants woulid
have been absolutely vscless without the
engine streams.  'We fought the fire to
the best of our ability,””

Tae telephone wires were knocked down
on Lake avenuc yesterday during the
fire, aml communication was cwt off
with the Singer tug office aml other
places in thut part of town near the
anal. The tug company cestablished a
tempwrary office on the Northwestern
coal dock. It 1s expected that the wires
will be working as usual today.

Mrs. P 11 Oswald, president of dhe
Ladies” Hebrew AUl soclety, was active
yesterday aftermmon in dirccting  reifef
and arranging for further assistance iIn
connevtlon wih the other relief socleties.




